What are the ten most common U.S. surnames (last names)?
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1. How accurate was your prediction?
2. Is your surname on this list?
3. If you could change your last name to any last name you wanted, what would your new surname be?
4. What most surprised you about this list?
5. What is the big story this chart tells?
6. What ethnic group has made the biggest increase in this list over the past three decades?
7. Overall, what are the most important changes to this list over the past three decades?
8. Why do you think that is?
9. What is a consequence of this?
10. How will the growing Hispanic demographic affect U.S. politics in the future?
11. Are these changes good news or bad news?
12. How do you imagine this list will change for the 2020 census?
13. What is the next ethnicity/nationality that you think will be added to this list and when will that happen?
14. Imagine that there was a census in the year 1490 in what is today the Unite States (and yes, I know, the US wasn't a country then, the first census didn't happen until 1790, and they couldn't speak English back then, blah, blah, blah. This is hypothetical!) What do you imagine those names would have looked like? And what would those names have looked like in 1700?
15. Is it possible to stop time, to make things never change?
16. If we built a beautiful huge wall between the U.S. and Mexico what would that do to the Hispanic population in the U.S.?*
Bonus Chart
[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]

Learning Extension
Many last names come from occupations. Check out this last name website and see if you can figure out where your name came from.

Action Extension
Ask a random 15 people to tell you their last name. Compare your list with the US list. How are they similar? How are they different? Why do you think that is? Share your names in class and compile a class master list of the top fifteen surnames. Share your class data on social media and discuss.
*Because there is currently net migration OUT of the US and INTO Mexico, a wall would actually increase the Hispanic population in the U.S.
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Top 15 Most Popular Last Names in the U.S. by Rank

1990

2000

2010

Swmith Smith Smith
Johnson Johnson Johnson
Williams Williams Williams
Jones Brown Brown
Brown Jones Jones
Davis Miller Garcia
Miller Davis Miller
Wilson Garcia Davis
Moore Rodriguez Rodriguez
Taylor Wilson Martinez
Anderson Martinez Hernandez
Thomas Anderson Lopez
Jackson Taylor Gonzalez
White Thomas Wilson
Hartis Hernandez Anderson

Surnames in red indicate their first appearance among the top 15 last names in a census.

Source: Frequently Occurring Surnames in the 1990 Census,
Demographic Aspects of Surnames from Census 2000 and
Bureau ; Frequently Occurring Surnames in the 2010 Census
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Top 15 Last Names With the Largest Frequency Increase
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