How much $ was spent to lobby the U.S. government in 2016?
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Center for Responsive Politics
1. How accurate was your prediction?
2. Surprised?
3. What adjective would you use to describe the amount of money spent on lobbying?
4. If you were to buy pizzas with the money spent on lobbying Congress in 2016, and each pizza cost $12, how many pizzas could you buy?
5. Is all this lobbying legal?
6. Who makes the rules about the legality of lobbying?
7. Who benefits from this lobbying?
8. Who doesn't benefit from this lobbying?
9. Some lobbyists work for groups like the Red Cross, the Sierra Club, or the National Educators Association! Others work for weapon manufacturers, golfers associations, or tobacco companies. Overall, do you think that lobbyists have a positive impact on US politics?
10. What big story does the data tell?
11. Why do you think spending on lobbying has doubled in less than 20 years?
12. What is the most important consequence of all this money spent on lobbying?
13. How specifically does lobbying affect elections in the US?
14. What do lobbyists actually do?
15. If you were to become a lobbyist, what group or company would you want to lobby for?
16. Imagine that lobbying and lobbyists were outlawed. How would the US political system most change because of this?
17. Is this data good or bad news? 
18. Why do these groups and businesses spend all this money to lobby the government?
19. What group spent the most money on lobbying in 2016 and how much did they spend?*
20. What sector of industry spent the most on lobbying in 2016?**
Learning Extension
Read the report and check out the groovy graphs and charts about lobbyists, money and politics from Open Secrets!
Action Extension
There are a number of issues where you can take action at the Open Secrets action page:
· Disclose Donors to Presidential Libraries
· Require Companies to Disclose Political Contributions
· Preserve Reporting Requirements for Nonprofits
· Access to CRS Reports
· Access to Congressionally Mandated Reports
· Bring Leadership PACs Into Line
Take one action and share your results online or in class.












Bonus Chart*
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Lobbying Client Total

US Chamber of Commerce $103,950,000
National Assn of Realtors $64,821,111
Blue Cross/Blue Shield 25,006,109
American Hospital Assn $20,970,809
Pharmaceutical Research & Manufacturers of America $19,730,000
American Medical Assn $19,410,000
Boeing Co $17,020,000
National Assn of Broadcasters $16,438,000
AT&T Inc $16,370,000
Business Roundtable 15,700,000
Alphabet Inc $15,430,000
Comcast Corp $14,330,000
Southern Co $13,900,000
Dow Chemical $13,635,982
Lockheed Martin $13,615,811
NCTA The Internet & Television Assn $13,420,000
FedEx Corp $12,541,000
Northrop Grumman $12,050,000
Exxon Mobil $11,840,000

Amazon.com $11,354,000
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Sector tal
Health 509,584,091
Misc Business $492,147,218
Finance/Insur/RealEst $490,622,326
Communic/Electronics $371,003,936
Energy/Nat Resource $298,582,717
Transportation $224,759,611
Other $195,136,090
Ideology/Single-Issue $128,858,435
Defense $126,591,498
Agribusiness $126,242,202
Construction $52,554,347
Labor $46,455,000

Lawyers & Lobbyists $19,401,478
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Total Lobbying Spending

1998 $1.45 Billion
1999 $1.44 Billion
2000 $1.57 Billion
2001 — $1.63 Billion
2002 — $1.83 Billion
2003 — $2.06 Billion
2004 E— $2.19 Billion
2005 I $2.44 Billon
2006 EENNNNNEN  $2.63 Billion
2007 I $2.87 Billion

2008 I $3.31 Billon
2009 I $3.51 Billon
2010 I $3.52 Billon
2011 NN $3.33 Billon
2012 NN $3.31 Billon
2013 NN $3.24 Billon
2014 NN $3.26 Billon
2015 I $3.22 Billon
2016 NN $3.12 Billon

Number of Lobbyists*

1998 — 10,404
1999 I 12,926
2000 — 12,540
2007 IS 11,826
2002 ——— 12717
2003 I 12,976
2004 N 13,766

2005 I 14,072
2006 I 14,477
2007 I 14,822
2008 I 14,153
2009 I 13,740

2010 N 12,925
2011 I 12,618
2012 I 12177
2013 12111
2014 I 11815
2015 I 11,514
2016 I 11,143
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